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The Vicus Group

Becomes SVN | Perth
An exciting change happened to our company on 
the 5th June 2019 as The Vicus Group rebranded 
to become SVN | Perth.

The company that started a little over 15 years 
ago with one employee working from home has 
teamed up with SVN International Corp., one 
of the America’s largest and most recognised 
commercial real estate firms. With over 200 
locations in the United States and 7 countries 
around the globe, SVN offices provide the full 
suite of commercial property services to an 
international network of large and small clients 
alike. The Australian commercial sector will 
undoubtedly benefit from SVN having a presence 
in the market. SVN is an industry leader in the 
US and last year alone they sold property with a 
combined value of more than $12bn.

The directors of SVN | Perth, Joseph Rapanaro, 
Gianni Redolatti and Mark Swale would like to 
thank our trustworthy and hardworking staff as 
well as our loyal clients as we embark on this 
new chapter in the life of the business where the 
resources of a global team will be used to obtain 
the best investment outcomes for our clients.

The directors would also like to assure our clients 
that the company ownership structure has not, 
and will not, change.  The current directors are 
still very much in control of the company although 
we are very much looking forward to the training, 
guidance and experience of the SVN International 
team as we work with them to build this brand 
across Australia.

As part of the launch, Kevin Maggiacomo, the 
President and CEO of SVN visited the Perth office 
to meet the staff. Kevin has led SVN to numerous 
awards including helping SVN to become one of 

the fastest growing private companies in America. 
“The new partnership between SVN and The Vicus 
Group is possible because of our shared core 
values, which place collaboration, transparency, 
and clients’ interests at the forefront of all we 
do,” said Mr Maggiacomo. “Our alliance with The 
Vicus Group establishes SVN’s presence Oceania, 
further solidifying our global expansion, and 
establishing a gateway to further growth in Asia, 
creating new opportunities for clients throughout 
the region.”.

The property game is becoming more global.  
There are increasing levels of investment coming 
into Australia from overseas and Australian funds 
are increasingly diversifying their exposure to the 
West coast as well as the East to balance out the 
peaks and troughs of the different markets.  We 
want to ensure our clients don’t miss out on these 
opportunities, which is why we have sought out a 
national and international presence.

The progressive business model and ambition 
of SVN has naturally resulted in a move into the 
Australian market and is a clear indication of the 
progress that SVN is making on a global scale.  
SVN|Perth’s Managing Director, Joseph Rapanaro 
said that the staff are looking forward to being 
part of a growing international brand with the 
training and resources that are unique to the 
group. “SVN International is America’s 6th most 
recognised commercial real estate brand and we 
are honoured that they have chosen us as their 
Australian representatives”.

These are exciting times, as we become SVN | 
Perth and the brand seeks representation in all 
states throughout Australia. We are grateful for 
your business and look forward to finding new 
ways to better serve you.  
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In 2014, SVN launched its international 
expansion and today they are in 7 countries. 

Who is SVN®?
The SVN® Brand was founded in 1987 out 
of a desire to improve the commercial real 
estate industry for all stakeholders through 
cooperation and organized competition.

Geographic coverage and amplified outreach to 
traditional, cross-market and emerging buyers 
and tenants is the only way to achieve maximum 
value for our clients.  SVN® has 200+ offices 
across the globe that work together to achieve 
the best results for our clients.  As a result of 
our progressive business model and unique 
and distinctive culture, SVN® has become the 
fastest growing commercial real estate brand 
in North America and across the globe.

Our proactive promotion of properties and 
fee sharing with the entire commercial real 
estate industry is our way of putting clients’ 
needs first. This is our unique Shared Value 
Network®  and just one of the many ways that 
SVN Advisors create amazing value with our 
clients, colleagues and communities.

Our robust global platform, combined with the 
entrepreneurial drive of our business owners 
and their dedicated SVN Advisors, assures 
representation that creates maximum value 
for our clients. This is the SVN Difference.

United States

Austral ia

Canada

Mexico

Romania

Russia

South Korea

International

Locations
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2019 Rottnest 

Running Festival
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The 26th running of the Goodlife Rottnest 
Running Festival attracted over 1000 runners 
across the 4 different events. The Run Fun 
Travel Marathon, Running Warehouse Half 
Marathon, the SVN 10km, Sealink 5km and 
the ever growing Simmo’s Quokka Dash for 
kids under 6 years old. This year SVN came 
on board to dangle a carrot in front of the 
runners to break any of the race records, some 
of which have stood for longer than 20 years. 
With the announcement of a rebranding hot 
in the press, SVN Perth partnered with the 
West Australian Marathon Club to produce 
an incentive that would attract elite runners 
from around the world to chase the record.  

From a weather point of view, you couldn’t have 
asked for a better day with cool conditions, 
little wind and no rain. This was a stark contrast 
to the conditions that presented not only the 
year before, but also the weekend before. 

The day commenced at 6.50am with the now 
iconic bagpipes walking around Heritage 
Common signalling the start of something 
special and another running of the infamous 
Rottnest Marathon. The marathon distance is 
a gruelling one and a lot can happen during 
this race. Firstly, 42.195km is a hell of a long 
way and secondly it’s a brutal 4 laps around 
Rottnest. A true test of not just endurance, 
but patience. 

Gerard Hill, eventual winner of the race, 
would start fast and chase the record that 
has stood for 21 years. Gerry would go on to 
break the record by a whopping 50 secs, a 
true testament to the grit of the man having 
to run solo for the whole way. 

Other records to fall on the day would include 
the Women’s Half Marathon by Nera Jareb 
and the Women’s 5km record set by National 
1500m representative, Bernadette Williams. 

The day itself wouldn’t be complete until 
the running of the Quokka Dash, an event 
designed for all the kids up to the age of 6 
(babies included of course) as they would run 
a very fast 300 metre lap around Heritage 
Common with SVN Director Gianni Redolatti 
running with his daughter. 

SVN Perth are delighted to be sponsoring such 
a unique and worthwhile event as part of our 
initiative to support our local community. The 
event showcased Rottnest Island’s unspoilt 
natural landscape to the world and we were 
proud to be involved. 



March 9, 2018
President Trump imposes tariffs of 
25% and 10% on steel and aluminium 
imports from all nations, including China

April 2, 2018
China responds to steel and 
aluminium tariffs, slapping duties on $3 
billion of U.S. imports including fruits, 
nuts, wine at 15%, and pork, 25%

April 3, 2018
U.S. proposes tariffs on $50bn worth 
of imports for China’s alleged abuse of 
intellectual property (IP)

April 4, 2018
China threatens levy of 25% on imports 
of soybeans, cars, chemicals and aircraft

May 3-4, 2018
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
and Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross 
visit Beijing for talks, but fail to reach a 
deal

May 28, 2018
U.S. accuses China of theft of 
technology and IP at World Trade 
Organisation

June 15, 2018
U.S. announces tariffs on $50bn 
of imports from China, with Trump 
threatening more if China retaliates. 
Beijing responds in kind

Jan 22, 2018
U.S. imposes tariffs of 30% and 20% on 
solar cell and washing machine imports

June 19, 2018
U.S. threatens to put 10% tariffs on 

$200bn of Chinese goods, and levies on an 
additional $200bn if China retaliates

June 21, 2018
President Xi Jingping vows to hit back

July 6, 2018
Tariffs begin on $34bn of Chinese 

imports

August 2, 2018
Trump threatens to hike proposed tariff to 

25% on $200bn of Chinese imports

Aug 23, 2018
Tariffs begin on $16bn of Chinese imports.

Beijing responds with $16bn levy on U.S. 
imports

Sep 24, 2018
Tariff of 10% on $200bn of Chinese 

goods to begin. Tariff to rise to 25% in 
2019

Sep 24, 2018
Trump orders new duties on $200bn of 

Chinese imports, raising them to 25% from 
10%, and follows with a tariff hike on almost 

all remaining imports - $300bn worth. 
China responds with tariffs on $110bn of US 

farm exports.

May 23, 2019
China announces new 25% import duty 

on a range of US products.
News sends global markets tumbling.

May 29, 2019
China threatens production of F-35’s, 

and also rare-earth based production - like 
smart phone minerals.

The US / China Trade War 

and Its Impact on Australia
Much has been made of the trade war that is going 
on between the two largest economies in the 
world and whilst the exact impact on Australia is 
uncertain, it is clear that escalating tensions and 
tit for tat exchanges have mostly negative impacts 
on our domestic economy.

Like most things economic, it’s the uncertainty 
that often creates the biggest issues.  Whilst there 
are ways in which a trade deal could hurt Australia 
and certainly ways in which a tariff war could also 
hurt us, the uncertainty about the future of the 
world economy is what is having the most impact 
on the world’s stock markets.

The latest US duties could affect annual Chinese 
economic growth by 0.5 percentage points and as 
the war escalates on both sides, this could extend 
to as much as 1 point depending on the extent of 
the penalties levied by both parties.  As Australia’s 
largest trading partner and biggest buyer of our 
minerals, any reduction in China’s economic growth 
can have a significant impact on our exports.  This 
reduction in orders from China could also occur in 
the event of a trade deal as China is forced to buy 
more products from the US as opposed to buying 
from other countries, including Australia.

There could also be trade impacts on Australia 
from the political pressure exerted on it from one 

or both sides.  Senators in the US have already 
started to urge their allies to “get in the game” to 
push China to the negotiating table.  As a staunch 
ally of the United States, Australia is often called 
upon to support the US stance on the world stage, 
however doing so in this case could have China 
accusing Australia of taking sides and tweak their 
import policies as a consequence. 

One positive for Australia from the US/China 
tension is its impact on the worldwide trading of 
rare earths.  This family of 17 minerals which are 
essential ingredients in many electronic gadgets 
including mobile phones, are also found in the 
best electric motors used in electric cars and 
wind turbines.  China produces 80% of the world’s 
supply of rare earths whilst Australia is the second 
largest producer at 8%.  If China were to restrict 
supply of the metals as part of their negotiating 
tactics, Australia is likely to be a substantial 
benefactor receiving both increased export 
volumes and higher prices.

It will take some time before the full economic 
impact of this dispute on Australia’s trade will be 
able to be determined but it is fair to say that in 
the meantime we can expect substantial volatility 
in both Australia’s and the world’s trading indices. 
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